the aesthetic experience. There was homage to John Wesley Powell, the man who carried out early explorations of the canyon and helped found the U.S. Geological Survey and the National Geographic Society. Yet the principles he so strongly promotedrationalism and scientific curiosity as a means of appreciating the world and improving human welfare-were being relegated to obscurity. Schmidt notes that on viewing the canyon we ask, "How did this happen?" The current displays and signage at the Grand Canyon do their best to avoid any such question. As we left the park, we stopped to watch the sunrise at Desert View, a popular site. The most prominent sign at the overlook addressed only the visual beauty of the canyon and the religious significance of a distant mountain to Native Americans. One paragraph began, "The landscape seems consciously designed." 
JOHN T. LONGINO

Issues Surrounding
Nuclear Power YOUR SERIES OF ARTICLES ON "RETHINKING nuclear power" (News Focus, 19 Aug., pp. 1168-1179) are a useful coverage of much of the reemerging nuclear debate, but they fall short with respect to two aspects. Their emphasis, like the nuclear debate itself, is on a technical solution to greenhouse emissions. But climate change is only one symptom among many of excessive demands by humans on the natural environment. There are too many of us demanding too much from a finite planet. Emphasis on technical solutions to particular threats to the exclusion of an attack on the underlying causes ensures that these solutions are, at best, temporary, and, at worst, may lead to even more serious threats.
Although the misuse of nuclear knowledge and materials for war or terrorism is mentioned, the world context in which this might occur, and have to be countered, is envisaged as being much like today: reasonable economic buoyancy and inter- 
Galapagos Islands
oil prices will leave the poor within rich countries, and poor countries as a whole, behind. It is likely to increase tensions at all levels well within the time horizon in which the articles contemplate a possible large increase in the use of nuclear power. The increased risk of deliberate nuclear misuse when the oil starts to run out is the context in which any expanded use of nuclear energy needs to be considered. (2)]. Solar thermal energy has an unacknowledged, unique feature (3). A solarconcentrating collector and its associated heat storage can be regarded as a fuel plant, which feeds a conventional steam power plant. As the investment for the power plant is less than 14% of the total, it can be overdesigned by a factor of three. This gives the system control capabilities not affordable or available in any clean power plant technology. For intermediate loads (8:00 AM to 9:00 PM), 50% of our electricity requirements, the cost remains $0.08/kWh, cheaper than nuclear energy or clean coal ($0.11/kWh and $0.10/kWh, respectively).
JOHN R. COULTER
All solar thermal power plants need to be competitive is a government subsidy for a few large demonstration plants, as were available for the development of nuclear and clean coal plants. The cost of generating power with solar cells is now three to six times more expensive than with a solar thermal plant. Should solar cells ever become really cheap, instantaneously dispatchable solar thermal energy could compensate for their lack of storage capacity and they could become attractive for large-scale use and merit a large research effort.
REUEL SHINNAR
A "Chick-a-dee" or a "Co-qui"? , who show that black-capped chickadees utilize a graded-response alarm call to warn against predators with differences in risk as measured by predator size. I was struck by the similarity between the findings of this work and the graded-response aggressive calls of Eleutherodactylus frogs. Similar to the chickadees' "chick-a-dee" calls, where increasing repetition of the "dee" note denotes increased threat, the two-note "co-qui" call of the Puerto Rican coqui, Eleutherodactylus coqui, is used with increasing repetition of the second "qui" note during increasingly aggressive interactions with conspecific nest predators (1) . Other Eleutherodactylus species also use a similar aggressive call system when confronted with conspecific or other predators (2, 3) . A possible difference between these signaling systems may be in the interpretation of the calls by the receiver (in the case of the chickadees, this would include other birds at risk of predation, and in the case of the coquis, this would include the predator itself). In either case, this type of sophisticated, graded-response acoustic communication that implies knowledge of the level of threat posed by a predator and conveys this information to a receiver is not limited to birds and mammals, but is also used by lower vertebrates.
Density Is Only Relative
AS A LONG-TIME READER OF SCIENCE, I'M continually struck by the many parallels and cross-connects among articles from diverse disciplines. The 9 Sept. issue was no exception. A few News Focus articles ("Dissecting a hidden breast cancer risk," J. Couzin, p. 1664; "Deep Impact finds a flying snowbank of a comet," R. A. Kerr, p. 1667; "Coming into focus: a universe shaped by violent galaxies," R. Irion, p. 1668) with illustrations read almost like a sequence of Rorschach ink blots with the interpretations left to your humble readers.
Amongst our Science authors, there's propensity To dissect hidden patterns of relative density For many things. Some are small, While others, large. They do enthrall, And then are pursued with great intensity. First, mammalian tissue is shown sequentially; Next, comments on comets hit tangentially; The impacts there upon a snowball, As we view the cosmic fireball. Our Rorschach universe is strange, immensely.
STACY DANIELS
Quality Air of Midland, Inc., 3600 Centennial Drive, Midland, MI 48642, USA.
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